The crystal structure is shown in the figure. Table 1 contains  measurement conditions. Table 2 lists the atoms along with their coordinates and displacement parameters.
SHELX [1] , Bruker [2] [3] [4] , Platon [5] (422 mg, 2.0 mmol) [6] in absolute ethanol (5 mL). The resultant mixture was heated under reflux for 4 h and then concentrated to ca. 4 mL by evaporation under vacuum. The residue was partitioned between ethyl acetate and 0.3 M aqueous HCl (30 mL each). The orange organic phase was separated, dried over MgSO4 and evaporated, leaving a solid residue, which was purified by chromatography on a silica gel column with ethyl acetate-hexane mixture (3:1) as the eluent. Unreacted cyanoferrocene (101 mg, 24%) was eluted first, followed by the title compound (139 mg, 26%) and, finally, ferrocenecarboxamide (137 mg, 28% 
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were included in their calculated positions as refined as riding atoms (AFIX 43 and 137 for the aromatic and CH 3 hydrogens, respectively, in the SHELXL-97 program [1] ). The U iso of the hydrogen atoms were constrained to a multiple of Ueq of their bonding carbon atoms (1.2-times for the aromatic CH and 1.5-times for the methyl protons). 
Discussion
(5-Methyl-1,2,4-oxadiazol-3-yl)ferrocene was isolated serendipitously during an attempted preparation of ferrocenecarboxamide oxime by a modified literature procedure [7] . It appears likely that in our hands the originally targeted compound underwent an acid-catalyzed condensation with ethyl acetate used during the work-up to afford the title compound. Previously, this oxadiazole was obtained by the reaction of (ferrocenylmethyl)trimethylammonium iodide with sodium nitrite in refluxing acetonitrile [8] .
The title compound crystallizes with one molecule per asymmetric unit. Its structure comprises a regular ferrocene moiety showing similar Fe-C distances (2.021(3)-2.0475(19) Å) and, consequently, practically negligible tilting of the cyclopentadienyl rings (dihedral angle: 1.31(13)°) that assume an approximate eclipsed conformation. Carbon atoms in the unsubstituted cyclopentadienyl ring exhibit large displacement parameters which, however, corresponds with a low barrier of the rotation of the cyclopentadienyl rings in ferrocene [9] and also with an absence of intermolecular interactions that could possibly control molecular conformation in the solid state.
The 1,2,4-oxadiazole moiety in the structure appears rotated with respect to its bonding cyclopentadienyl ring C(1-5) by 15.23(10)°but otherwise remains planar (the maximum deviation of the ring-forming atoms from the mean plane does not exceed 0.005 Å). The formal double bonds in the oxadiazole ring N12-C13 (1.305(2) Å) and N14-C15 (1.293(2) Å) are considerably shorter than the three remaining bonds [O11-N12 1.418(2) Å, C13-N14 1.382(2) Å, and C15-O11 1.344(2) Å], which in turn suggests a partly localized character of the oxadiazole moiety. Furthermore, the inring angles are all near the value expected for a regular pentagon (108°). Yet, they can be divided into two distinct groups: three angles at the heteroatoms that are more acute than the ideal value [C13-N14-C15 102.65(13)°< O11-N12-C13 103.14(15)°< N12-O11-C15 106.17 (13) [11] , and 5-chloromethyl-3-(4-methylphenyl)-1,2,4-oxadiazole [12] .
The C1-C13 bond connecting the two molecular parts is rather short (1.457(2) Å), suggesting that the conjugation of the ferrocene unit with the attached heterocyclic moiety is not disrupted. This distance is shorter than that in ferrocencarboxamide (1.483(2) and 1.491(2) Å for two different polymorphs) [13] but compares well with the value determined for ferrocenecarboxylic acid (1.462(2) Å at 173 K) [14] .
